Laboratory assessment of circulating anticoagulants.
Circulating anticoagulants pose challenging conceptual, technical, and interpretive problems in the laboratory. Their sound diagnosis and management depend on a clear understanding of both the in vivo and in vitro manifestations of the three classes of inhibitors (nonspecific, multispecific, and specific) and the entities therein. From the ongoing research, this field will undoubtedly continue to grow in significance and complexity, demanding ever greater laboratory expertise and competence.